
 

 

 

 
Governor Summer Term Newsletter 2017 

                                                      

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This has been an eventful and exciting term for the school in many ways. 

Ofsted’s judgement of our school as a ‘Good’ school in May, confirmed our view that 

the school has much to be proud of in terms of the progress it has made over the 

past years. We heard how the strong and dedicated leadership, noted by Ofsted, has 

created a culture where parents have confidence and respect for the school. The 

children’s enthusiasm and love of learning shone out of the report and it also 

recognised the significant place the school holds at the centre of our community. 

This is a tribute to the many willing hands that have contributed to its success. It is 

through enthusiasm and team work, that our school has grown in heart and soul. 

There is still more to be achieved but we are confident that through working together 

we will continue the positive achievements already accomplished. 

 

Academy School Status: 

At the last Governing Body meeting, the governors debated and discussed all the 

information we had gathered and voted in favour of the proposal that the school 

converts to an Academy School and joins a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) -The River 

Learning Trust.  

This decision has been based on a range of fact finding materials and views, both 

‘for’ and ‘against’ the proposal. We have been investigating and considering the 

proposal over the past year. 

In September, we will write to you again informing you of the next steps in the 

decision- making process. This includes a formal consultation period for parents and 

further fact finding for the school, which will take several months. We will continue to 

evaluate the pros and cons of the proposal in conjunction with the staff, parents, 

wider community, the Local Authority and The River Learning Trust. 

During this further consultation period, the CEO of the River Learning Trust, Paul 

James, will join us at a meeting on Thursday 21st September between 3.15 and 

4.15pm and again between 6.30 and 7.30pm, where you can meet Paul to hear 

about his trust and pose any questions you may have. 

If the school converts to an Academy School, the decision will be based on a sound 

appraisal of the long- term benefits for the school. We are mindful and alert to the 

changing local and wider educational landscape. We want to make a considered 

judgement based on the opportunities that are available to improve the children’s 
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education and experiences at school. We are committed to ensuring that the ethos, 

values and culture of the school, which has been carefully built over the past few 

years, continues to develop even further so that the school will thrive and flourish. 

We have been guided this year, by the comments and observations of the staff and 

we are also grateful for the questions and views that parents have voiced. Thank 

you. 

There are two new documents on the governors’ Academy Subcommittee Updates 

web-page of the school website for your information. The first is a Pros and Cons 

document that governors used to develop a recent debate and discussion. The 

second document broadly outlines the reasons why we recommend the River 

Learning Trust as a MAT.  

Bernie Balfe, Chair of Governors 

 

Eco-Area Update: 

Phase One, which is the building works only, is due to be completed at the end of 

August. A comprehensive ROSPA inspection will be arranged soon after, when work 

is completed to a satisfactory standard. With the agreement of all parties, it will then 

become the responsibility of the school, who will be able to utilise it as they see fit. 

Watch this space Monty Don! 

FOMBS has bid for funding towards Phase Two work. This will be for the installation 

of electrics, an access path and planting. They will receive confirmation by 

September 2017. Hopefully all this work will be completed by Spring 2018. The Eco-

area will then be officially handed to the school. A big thanks to all those working to 

bring this project to fruition. 

Richard Brown, Parent Governor 

 

Building Works and Budget: 

Repairs to the School: We are extremely pleased that Oxfordshire County Council 
(OCC) have approved and commissioned the much-needed refurbishment works to 
the Old School Building bell tower, roof and windows.  The work that OCC is 
undertaking is due to start next week and will run throughout the summer. We are 
hopeful that everything will be completed by the start of the new school year. 
However, if there are any delays/disruptions, this area of the school including the 
bike shed entrance may be closed when we return to school after the summer 
holiday. Please look out for any further messages in school emails / on the website 
at the start of the new school year.   
 
School Budget: The Resources Committee met earlier this month to monitor budget 
spending.  Our Schools budget, which is closely monitored by Mrs Pangu, is 
currently on track. Thank you, Mrs Pangu, for your diligence! 
We are hoping to be in a financial position to develop other areas of the school 
including the I.T. presentation equipment in the hall and classrooms, create some 



much-needed storage space, complete some general maintenance work and buy 
learning resources. We are focused on providing the best environment for our 
children to learn and flourish. We really appreciate the donations for activities such 
as trips and travel – thank you! These donations help us allocate our limited school 
budget for improvements that provide outstanding opportunities in teaching and 
learning. 
Thank you, for all your support. Have a fantastic summer. 
 
Jamie McStocker, Chair of the Resources Committee. 

 

Pupil Voice: 

This term I had an enjoyable hour with eight children from across KS2. The aim was 

to make sure governors are listening to the 'pupil voice' of MBS children. Warming 

up with some simple fun questions we talked at length about topics such as what 

they like most and least about their school; their views on what makes a good 

teacher, headteacher and pupil; and what they would tell a new child to the village 

about the school. The children had some great views and ideas, and they were all 

able to speak up confidently, taking turns and responding to each others' ideas. They 

spoke with great warmth about their teachers. We will not be distributing chocolate in 

classrooms or digging an underground gym just yet, but we certainly listened to all 

their ideas and insights and I shared their responses with governors and Mrs Tailby. 

My thanks to all the children who took part. 

Rachel Houghton, Community Governor. 

 

Governing Body: 

The Governing Body will undergo some changes to its structure in September. We 

are pleased to confirm that Jamie Mc Stocker will take up the position of Chair of 

Governors and Teresa Street will become the Vice Chair. We thank them both for 

taking on these responsibilities. 

I would like to thank Richard Brown for his work as vice chair for the past two years. 

Richard will continue to serve as a governor. For myself, I will be retiring from the 

Governing Body after 7 years. I am delighted with the strong improvements the 

school has made. It has been a privilege to work with a very professional and 

dedicated staff, led by Mrs.Tailby. I have no doubt the school will continue to flourish. 

 

Thank You 

We are very fortunate to have such a talented and hard-working team of school staff. 

I thank them all for the broad curriculum and range of experiences they provide for 

the children. The team includes teachers, support staff, clerical and office staff, 

playground supervisors and kitchen staff. Each role makes a vital contribution to the 

whole experience of school for the children. 



Thank you too, parents and carers, for making sure your children are ready for 

school and learning every day. We will open in September with six classes, which is 

a very positive prospect. 

On behalf of the Governing Body may I wish you a pleasant and restful summer 

break and we look forward to welcoming you back to school in September. 

 

Bernie Balfe, Chair of Governors 

 

 


